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The Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphonies Presents “Young Soloists in the Spotlight” on March 6 at Ted Mann Concert Hall
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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612.767.7606 or elizabeth@gtcys.org

GTCYS celebrates Young Soloists in the Spotlight in a special concert at 2pm on Sunday, March 6, 2011 at Ted Mann Concert Hall, 2128 Fourth Street South, Minneapolis on the University of Minnesota’s West Bank. GTCYS’ accomplished Symphony Orchestra will host the winner of GTCYS’ annual Concerto Competition, placing our young soloist front and center in an unforgettable display of musical achievement performed under the baton of Artistic Director Amir Kats.   A perennial audience favorite, the Young Soloists concert will include Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s lushly romantic symphonic suite Scheherazade and Richard Rodgers’ “Slaughter on Tenth Avenue” from On Your Toes. Advance tickets are $10 for adults, $14 at the door; $6 for children and seniors, $10 at the door and can be purchased at the venue or in advance by calling GTCYS at 612-870-7611.

Selected from a pool of seven talented student musician finalists at the SPCO Center in St. Paul on October 31, the winner – Symphony bassoonist Kyle Bright – will share his skill and artistry in a dazzling performance of von Weber’s Andante and Hungarian Rondo. 
The Young Soloists Concerto Competition—a tremendous educational opportunity available to all GTCYS members—
is a tradition which dates back to GTCYS’ inception in 1972. This year’s competition was sponsored by House of Note, Midwest Musical Imports, Schmitt Music, and The American Federation of Violin and Bow Makers, who have joined together to support GTCYS’ educational mission and student musicians.

Soloist Bio (photo available upon request; contact megen@gtcys.org)
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Kyle Bright is a senior attending Centennial High School and the University of Minnesota and has been a member of GTCYS for four years. He has been studying the bassoon for seven years and currently plays with the Centennial High School Wind Ensemble, GTCYS Symphony, and the University of Minnesota Symphonic Band. In addition to his work in bands and orchestras, he has performed solo and with small groups on numerous occasions, including the SPCO/GTCYS Saturday Special program. 

- more -

Kyle's principal teacher is Norbert Nielubowski of the Minnesota Orchestra. He has also studied with Matt Bertrand, Dr. David Oyen, and John Miller. Kyle earned several Superior ratings in MSHSL solo and ensemble contests and was selected as both All-Conference and All-State by the MMEA in 2009-2010. He was a finalist in the GTCYS Young Artists Concerto Competition in both 2009 and 2010.

When not playing the bassoon, Kyle enjoys biking, playing the piano, video games, table tennis, and hanging out with friends. He has been active in Scouting since the first grade and earned the rank of Eagle Scout in 2010. Kyle plans to pursue a degree in Bassoon Performance.
About GTCYS

With outstanding year-round opportunities, GTCYS brings the benefits of music study and performance to more young people, empowering them to achieve academically, socially, and personally. Students hone their musical talents and develop lifelong values such as teamwork, discipline, and community engagement in an atmosphere of musical excellence. GTCYS' programming is comprehensive, inclusive and rigorous, helping young people of all ages achieve their full potential through music education.

Six academic-year orchestras, two summer orchestra programs, a chamber music program with the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, mentoring and outreach at local schools, and public performances educate our students while vitalizing the Twin Cities community. GTCYS provides over $17,000 in full and partial scholarships so that any student can participate regardless of ability to pay. For more information, visit www.gtcys.org.  
