GTCYS News Notes January 2012
Happy New Year, GTCYS Families!

We hope you enjoyed a restful break and we look forward to seeing you at rehearsals which resume this week – January 2, 3 and 5. We extend a special welcome to the 40 students who are joining GTCYS this semester. Please read News Notes (emailed monthly) for important updates, news, and opportunities. 



UPCOMING EVENTS SCHEDULE

Second Semester Begins 

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, January 2, 3, and 5, 2012
Rehearsals for all orchestras resume at regular times and locations

Winter Retreat – All Orchestras

Saturday, January 21 from 9:00am* - 2:00pm (*8:45am call time) 

Hopkins High School, 2400 Lindbergh Drive, Minnetonka

The winter retreat for all GTCYS orchestras includes rehearsals, team building, a mass rehearsal for Jupiter, and lunch. Attendance is required and all students need to bring a music stand. Click here for driving directions.
Lunch will be a turkey and cojack sandwich with leaf lettuce and sliced tomato on multigrain bread with baked chips, an apple, a cookie and a beverage. If you need a vegetarian, gluten-free, or dairy-free meal, please email Miranda@gtcys.org by Friday, January 6 at 5pm.
Parent Meetings (*notes new date or time)
*Philharmonia East: Thursday, February 2, 6:30-7:30pm: Mounds Park Academy
Philharmonia West: Monday, January 23, 6:30-7:30pm
Sinfonia: Tuesday, January 24, 7-8pm
Concertino: Monday, February 6, 7-8pm
Concert Orchestra: Tuesday, February 7, 7-8pm
Philharmonic: Tuesday, January 31, 7-8pm
Symphony:  Monday, January 23 from 7:30-8:30 
Saturday Special Rehearsal

January 14, 2012
9:30 – 11:45am
SPCO Center, 408 St. Peter Street, St. Paul

This is the first session for Saturday Special chamber music participants (registration closed)

Spring Festival Schedule
It is not too early to make sure that the Spring Festival dress rehearsal and concert schedule are on your calendars. Students should make appropriate arrangements now to ensure that they attend these mandatory events at Orchestra Hall. 
Dress Rehearsals – Saturday, May 5 at Orchestra Times listed below include the individual orchestra rehearsal plus the mandatory mass ensemble rehearsal for all students. 

Philharmonia call time    

8:30am 

Dismissed at                 


11:25am

Sinfonia call time           


9:05am

Dismissed at                 


11:25am

Concertino call time       


9:40am

Dismissed at                 


11:25am

Concert Orch. call time   

10:15am

Dismissed at                 


12:05pm

Philharmonic call time    

10:15am

Dismissed at                 


12:40pm

Symphony call time       


10:15am

Dismissed at                 


1:20pm

Concert – Sunday, May 6 at Orchestra Hall
Silent Auction in lobby    
12:30pm

Call time for all students 
1:15pm             
Concert start time          

2:00pm


STUDENT NEWS
We want to hear about what GTCYS students are doing, including non-musical activities and awards. Let us know if you have any news to share! Email Miranda@gtcys.org
Hannah Greenstein (cellist, Sinfonia) performed a Celtic Christmas with her father at the Gifts of the Holiday Fair at the Crystal Community Center, a fund raiser for Prism, an organization that sponsors a food shelf in the northern suburbs. Next week, Hannah and her dad will perform at the Harry Meyering Center, a facility for individuals with developmental disabilities in Mankato, Minnesota.  We will also perform our Celtic Christmas on fiddles.



STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

The SPCO Youth Chamber Music Competition for pre-college instrumentalists is just around the corner. It will be held February 25-26 in the SPCO Center, Hamm Building on St. Peter Street in downtown St. Paul. Please check details on the competition website: spco-ycmc.org. The families and coach of each ensemble that submits an application and DVD will receive four tickets per household to a Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra concert. DVDs and applications are due on January 10, 2012. Groups who are chosen for the Finals and their families will attend a Saturday afternoon rehearsal and evening concert of the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra at the Ordway, featuring conductor Rossen Milanov and violinist Steven Copes. Sunday’s events include the Finals/ winners recital, a reception, and an awards ceremony. Over $2,000 in prize money will be awarded. In addition, coaches of the top three ensembles receive a cash award of $100.

The Minnesota Sinfonia Young Artist Competition is an annual competition for musicians up to age 21. Both the Junior and Senior Division winners are awarded solo appearances with the Minnesota Sinfonia, and the Senior Division winner receives The Claire Givens Violins $500 cash prize. The 2012 Competition will be held on March 25, 2012 at 12pm at St. Thomas University in St. Paul.  Entry deadline is March 14, 2012. The competition is open to residents of MN, WI, IA, ND, and SD. Performances limited to Violin, Viola, Cello and Bass. The Junior Division is open to applicants up to age 14 (born on or after 1/1/98) The Senior Division is open to applicants up to age  21 (born on or after 1/1/91) Go to: http://www.mnsinfonia.org/about/programs/yac to fill out the online entry form.

Online applications and audition sign-ups available for the Boston Tanglewood Institute at: http://www.bu.edu/cfa/tanglewood The 2012 Audition tour will be in Minneapolis on January 15, 2012. Audition slots are limited and are on a first-come, first-served basis, so if you are interested in a live audition, sign up soon. Full and partial scholarships are available. Contact tanglewd@bu.edu or 617-353-3386 with questions. This season’s repertoire includes: Berloiz’ Symphonie Fantastique, Beethoven’s Mass in C major, and Mahler’s Symphony No. 6. 
GTCYS East Metro String Orchestra Camp: Mark your calendars! A joint collaboration between GTCYS, Mahtomedi Community Education and North St. Paul-Maplewood-Oakdale Community Education, White Bear Lake Community Services, and White Bear Area YMCA, the program provides string students with an engaging week-long learning opportunity. Directed by GTCYS conductor Mary Sorlie, the camp is designed for 9 – 14 year-old violin, viola, cello, and bass players who have two to four years playing experience. The five-day camp runs June 18 – 22 from 8:00am to noon at Central Middle School in White Bear Lake. Activities include rehearsals, sectionals, music fundamentals (movement, theory, rhythm, and solfège), and social activities. The program culminates with a free public concert at 12:30pm on Friday, June 22. Online registration forms will be available in early 2012.
GTCYS Summer Orchestras: GTCYS offers two fun and challenging orchestras for string, wind, brass and percussion players of all abilities through 12th grade – no audition required! Summer Philharmonic (for developing students) and Summer Symphony (for more advanced players) are conducted by two GTCYS conductors (TBD). Tuesday evening rehearsals start May 29, 2012 at Mayflower Church in south Minneapolis and the program culminates with a free concert at Como Park on July 17. Online registrations available in February 2012.


OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

SAVE THE DATE: GTCYS Night Out at the SPCO!
Saturday, January 14, 2012 at 8pm

Ordway Center for the Performing Arts, St. Paul

Up to 6 FREE tickets for each GTCYS family
Mozart’s Overture to The Marriage of Figaro, a hallmark of the Classical period, prefaces two scintillating twentieth-century works: Falla’s irresistible El Amor Brujo and Ligeti’s otherworldly Violin Concerto, featuring the SPCO debut of the acclaimed young virtuoso Augustin Hadelich. Plan to stay afterwards for a brief meet and greet with musicians! The offer is open to GTCYS students, parents, grandparents, other family members and friends!

 

To reserve: Click here, then select “January 14 tickets,” pick up to 6 seats and enter discount code ‘gtcysnightout’ at checkout. *Note: seats may not be together depending on order size and availability. A limited number of tickets are still available in the gallery level. Act now to take advantage of these tickets.
 

$5 TICKETS TO THE SPCO ANYTIME!
GTCYS students, friends and family can get $5 tickets to the SPCO any time. Simply visit www.thespco.org, select “concert and seats” and use the discount code ‘gtcys5’ at checkout.



SPRING SILENT AUCTION
Mark your calendars for GTCYS' second annual Silent Auction held in conjunction with the Spring Festival concert at Orchestra Hall on Sunday, May 6.  We are looking for parents who can contribute auction items and/or volunteer. Contact Laurel Kallman, Development Manager, at GTCYS: (651) 602-6808 or laurel@gtcys.org. More details to come.



THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS!

Thank you so much to last semester’s student and parent volunteers! Volunteers are currently needed for office assistance. Please contact Miranda@gtcys.org if you are interested in volunteering. 


ABSENCE LINE

GTCYS’ Absence Line (651-602-6801) is a voicemail with a mailbox for each orchestra. If you have an unexpected absence, be sure to leave a message in your orchestra's mailbox before your rehearsal is scheduled to begin. Remember to complete and submit an absence form to your RA (not to the GTCYS office) for any absence.


INCLEMENT WEATHER

In the event of inclement weather which might result in dangerous conditions, announcements will be made on WCCO Radio 830 AM; TV Channel 4; and web at www.wcco.com. We may also send an email to GTCYS families for whom we have valid email addresses and will post the cancellation on www.gtcys.org. Decisions regarding cancellations will be made by 3:00pm. Parents and others are asked to stay tuned to these broadcast systems for the announcement. Cancellations are very rare—assume a GTCYS activity will continue unless you hear otherwise.

